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Skaha Lake



Background

ÅInitiated by the Okanagan Nation in 1997

ÅMulti-agency workshop

ÅProposed Reintroduction into Okanagan L. -
Skaha Lake selected as the experimental control 

ÅñEvaluation of an Experimental Reintroduction 
into Skaha Lakeò funded by BPA (2000-2003)

ÅPilot Reintroduction in 2003

Å12-year Sockeye Reintroduction Program 
implemented in 2004



Summary of Broodstock

Collections and Fry 

Releases

Brood years 2004 ï2009

See Handout



To Shuswap River Hatchery

Egg Take Site



Egg take site

2004, 2005, 2006, 2007, 2008
Broodstock Collection Area and Egg 
take site

Broodstock - 2009

ÅReduce footprint on 

spawning grounds

ÅHolding females

ÅRandom selection of 

suitable females

ÅIncreased ONA 

involvement in egg take 

procedures

ÅContinue for 2010 by

ÅTarget 1 million eggs



Collection, Transportation and Holding



Egg Take



Evening Release
To investigate the roughly 60% loss between released 

Skaha fry to early summer fry, vary release strategy. 

Two release strategies for 2008 BY

1. June 2, Midnight release

2. June 3, early evening

Initial benefit to midnight release, but no difference by fall

Will look at two additional years of June midnight releases

2009 BY release

Å Begin evaluating ólake effectô versus óhatchery effectô 

Å May involve paired releases into Osoyoos and Skaha

lake.

Å Or all releases into Osoyoos Lake

Å Still in discussions.



Ceremonial Release


