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20 dams or drop structures

92% of river dyked 

84% channelled

50 years of flooding led to flood 

control  measures
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The Vision
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From vision to program
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Project Selection Process (1999 ï2002)

Å Technical Working Groups set up 

Å Program guidelines established 

ÅEcosystem based projects

ÅDecisions by consensus

ÅBest Management Practices



Projects Selected

Å Extend the range of salmon - McIntyre Dam & Skaha 
Lake Reintroduction

Å Improve stream flows (& rearing conditions) - FWMT

Å Restore the most critical reach of Okanagan River 
Channel ïORRI

Å Improve existing habitat ïriffles

Å Determine stock status (sockeye, rainbow, steelhead & 
Chinook) ïONA, DFO, MOE & OBMEP



Difficulties arise when:

Designs are incomplete Unplanned for field conditions

Timing is off The program is overloaded



Challenges

ïTrans-boundary issues

ïSeveral major initiatives implemented concurrently

ïOverlapping agencies responsibilities 

ï4 properties purchased from private owners and 3 Crown properties 
secured

ïCrown assets (dykes) transferred onto private lands

ïFunding from 17 sources administered by numerous agencies

ï 22 permits, approvals & letters of support

ïCountless design changes to accommodate other interests 

ïChallenging field conditions (unstable soils)



Project Status

Å Extend the range of salmon - McIntyre Dam & Skaha 
Lake Reintroduction - ongoing

Å Improve stream flows (& rearing conditions) - FWMT -
operational

Å Restore the most critical reach of Okanagan River 
Channel ïORRI ïPhase 1 complete

Å Improve existing habitat ïriffles test set completed and 
under assessment

Å Determine stock status (sockeye, rainbow, steelhead & 
Chinook) ïONA, DFO, MOE & OBMEP - ongoing



Saving the Natural 

Features



Step 7: Construct project 2008 & 2009


