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The

“Critical 

Zone”



Natural Reach – 1.4 km

Semi-natural Reach – 2.9 km

Restoration Reach – 2.0 km

Critical 
Zone 

6.3 km

‹4 miles



2002 – fisheries agencies approved

Okanagan River Restoration Initiative



Funding

 BC Ministry of Water, Land & Air 
Protection

 BC Ministry of Transportation & 
Highways

 Bumwrap
 Canadian Wildlife Service
 Chelan PUD
 Cocymela
 Douglas County PUD
 Grant County PUD
 Habitat Conservation Trust Fund
 Habitat Stewardship Program
 Okanagan Region Wildlife Heritage Fund 

Society
 The Land Conservancy



Property Acquisition  - 2004 - Present
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Site Cleared - 2006



OUTREACH



Monitoring



PHASE 1

PHASE 3
PHASE 2

Phased Approach



Planning & Engineering





Reference Reach (in set back dyke area just upstream)

Split flow



Phase 1 -Permits, Approvals & Letters of Support (2006 – 2008)

 Approvals 
 British Columbia Dyke Maintenance Act (Approval)

 British Columbia Environmental Assessment Act (Exemption)

 British Columbia Land Act (Notification of Interest) 

 British Columbia Water Act (License)

 Canada Environmental Assessment Act (Exemption)

 Canada Fisheries Act (Approval) 

 Canada Navigable Waters Act (Exemption)

 Canada Species At Risk Act (Exemption) 

 Okanagan Nation Alliance (Tribal Council Resolution)

 Osoyoos Indian Band (Band Council Resolution)

 Regional District Environmentally Sensitive Area Development Permit (Exemption)

 Regional District Watercourse Development Permit (Exemption)

 Letters of Support
 BC Ministry of Environment

 BC Ministry of Transport

 Canadian Wildlife Service

 Fisheries and Oceans Canada

 International Hiking & Biking Society

 Public 

 RDOS Corporate Board

 RDOS Area Planning Commission



Dyke setback 2008



ORRI Progress Table

MILESTONE PHASE 1 PHASE 2 PHASE 3

Concept Approved   

Project Designed 

Permits Approved 

Financing Obtained 

Site Cleared  

Dykes Relocated  

Monitoring   

Adaptive Management  

Channel restored



Next Steps

1. Complete channel restoration 

2. Monitoring and adaptive management

3. Design Phase 2

4. Investigate funding and property 
acquisition possibilities for Phase 3



Final Goal

Save the 

“Sweet spot” 



END


